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   PINE BOUGH

      Pine Grove Middle School

9200 Old Harford Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21234    410-887-5270

“Where being Performance-Driven and Goal-Oriented Moves us toward Success!”
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FEBRUARY 2014
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

MRS. SANDRA G. REID
Greetings Pine Grove Middle Family,

I hope this correspondence finds you fully enjoying 2014, thus far!!! I know it is hard to believe, but we are at the official mid-point of the school year!!! With winter break behind us and, hopefully, the wintry weather conditions that impact schooling, we are fully focused on imparting our varied curricula to students. 

This year, the MSA will be administered beginning the week of March 10th to all students except those select few who will be randomly chosen to pilot the newly-devised PARCC assessments. Our continued mission is to see more of our students achieving at increasingly-higher levels of success in their coursework and on both county and statewide assessments. For the upcoming weeks, students are participating in a school-based MSA ACCELERATION program, which allows them time in the school day to, across all disciplines, practice varied and necessary skills.  

We are soliciting your support in ensuring that your child is continuously staying on top of their studies. This can be accomplished by monitoring your child’s time on video games, using social media, or television watching, and replacing some of these with more deliberate time for reading/writing. Other reinforcement could come in the form of encouraging your child to learn new vocabulary words weekly, reinforcing their math facts, experiencing prototype Study Island questions, if applicable, and engaging in other educational activities.  If your child is participating in our ACCRUE THE BLUE initiative, please work with them to accumulate as many “blue ribbons” as possible. These validate mastery of on-grade level, or higher, work related to essential components of the reading and/or math curricula. Thank you, in advance, for cultivating a home-learning environment that promotes your child’s academic growth. 
GRADE REPORTING

[image: image12.wmf]The second quarter ends Friday, January 17th and report cards will be distributed on Monday, February 3rd to all students. Our many honor roll students for the quarter will receive a congratulatory token gift from our business sponsor, Chick Fil-A, for their hard and notable work. Our Straight A’s Breakfast will be held on Friday, February 21stfor our students with this distinguished honor and their associated family members. Our guest speaker for the event will be Leslie Johnson, from Baltimore County’s Office of Mathematics! 

You are encouraged to keep abreast of your child’s performance by regularly viewing your Edline account. We welcome your contact with your child’s teachers, counselor, and/or administrator with any appreciations, concerns, or questions. 

“Who KNEW” - What’s NEW at PGMS for This Second Semester

· The Pine Grove Post, our first school newspaper in recent time, will be in circulation this semester.
· [image: image13.png]


The Gamers’ Club will be established during the third quarter for the any students who enjoy being involved with video games. This will be a forum for them to play, engage in problem solving, have social interaction with others, and remain connected to the school in a fun-filled activity. 
· Our Robotics and Chess clubs are underway and preparing for competition.
· We are revving up for our new Track and Field offering to students this spring that will complement Tennis and Intramurals. Stay tuned.
Thank you for your recent support of our Chick Fil-A Night!! We will use all proceeds to assist with both augmenting and maintaining our current school technology.  I look forward to seeing our Moms at Monday Morning Muffins with Mom’s at 7:10 a.m. in the library on Monday, January 27th. I anticipate hearing the many questions/suggestions that will be shared at this outreach event designed with you, our important stakeholders, in mind.  
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has." ~Margaret Mead

· At PGMS, a school of EXCELLENCE, we are all dedicated to cultivating and sustaining a positive and goal-centered learning atmosphere that prepares students for career and college. Never doubt that you are a crucial component in your child’s successful emotional, intellectual, and social development. We appreciate your thoughtfulness and commitment. It has changed our school for the better and assisted us in realizing our quest for the achievement of all our deserving students. 
Yours in Education,
Sandra G. Reid

English/Language Arts

How Can Parents and Guardians Help Improve Writing from Home?

Having solid writing skills gives your child the foundation necessary for every subject in school. Her writing progresses from random scribbles as a toddler to more recognizable shapes before she begins writing letters, words and sentences. No matter where your child is in the writing process, simple activities at home help her improve those skills.

Modeling

[image: image14.jpg]FAMILY NEWSLETTER ISSUE 6

Middle Level

JANUARY’S CHARACTER CONNECTION:
MOTIVATION, COURTESY, FAIR, HONEST, DILIGENT

\
% TAKE A STAND AGAINST BULLYING
i

BE CONNECTED Break the cycle of cyberbullying

‘ This month we are exploring the topic of cyberbullying. All forms of communication technology have been
used to cyberbully. These include phone calls, texts, e-mail, social-networking sites, and other websites.
Help your student prevent and deal with cyberbullying using the tips and tricks below.

Tips and Tricks

» Set up house rules for the Internet. You may want to include:
» Never share personal information over the Internet.
« Tell your parent(s) about all websites you visit.
« Tell your parent(s) about all usernames and passwords.
« Never tell anyone else your passwords.
» Never open an e-mail from a stranger.
* Practice courtesy in all forms of communication.
* Be honest by not inventing or spreading rumors.
» Be fair by treating others as you would like to be treated.
« Tell your parent(s) about any messages and website content that make you feel

uncomfortable.

- Stay informed about your student’s activities. You may want to sign up for accounts with the
same websites your student visits.

» Discuss the differences between written language and oral communication. Remind your student
that tone of voice and body language are not accessible online. If your student is upset by an
unkind message, talk about the motivation and meaning behind the words.

« Be diligent about cyber-safety! Consider writing and signing a cyberbullying contract with your

student. Suggested language for a home cyberbullying contract is below. Personalize and make
it your own!

Parent Section:

| am committed to breaking the cycle of cyberbullying. | agree to listen to my student, take steps to
prevent or stop any cyberbullying activities | learn about, and refrain from showing disappointment or
anger EVEN if my student admits to participating in cyberbullying.

(Parent signature)

Student Section:

| am committed to breaking the cycle of cyberbullying. | agree to keep my parent(s) informed about
all my online activities and provide a list of all my usernames and passwords. | agree to inform my
parent(s) immediately if | see or receive a message that makes me feel uncomfortable or is unkind in
any way.

(Student signature)

(Source: www.isafe.org)
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Computers and cell phones replace many opportunities for writing in your daily life, so your child might not see you pick up a pen often. Instead of making your grocery list on a phone app, pull out some paper and write it yourself. Hand write a letter to a friend you haven't seen for years. A note to your child makes her feel special and shows her the impact of writing. Your modeling shows your child that writing is more than a chore she has to do at school, according to the National Council of Teachers of English.
Real-Life Writing Opportunities

Engaging in her own real-life writing tasks outside of school is another way for your child to improve her skills. A journal is a tool to encourage her to write every day. She gets to write however she wants inside the covers of the journal, unlike school writing where she has to follow guidelines. A letter to a friend or relative is another authentic writing experience for your child. Encourage her to write a thank-you note for a gift she received. Another idea is list writing. Let her write a birthday wish list or her own grocery list.
Encouragement

Your reaction to your child's writing impacts her confidence in the area. If you criticize her for little mistakes or try to redo her work for her, she may feel her writing isn't up to par. Even if you're trying to motivate her to improve, your criticisms could have the opposite effect. Instead, point out where she excels in writing. Praise her for writing a complete sentence or writing her letters correctly. If you pick apart all the little details, writing isn't fun and she may do it less.
Connection/Parallel to Expectations at PGMS

At PGMS, we have guidelines for effective paragraph writing.  If you want to aid your child, encourage him/her to include these steps each and every time he/she writes a paragraph.  These effective steps include:

FORMAT:
1. The writer indents at the beginning of the paragraph. 

ORGANIZATION:
1. The paragraph has a topic sentence that includes the key words from the prompt, question, and/or expresses the main idea. 

2. The paragraph has at least three supporting points (reasons/explanations) and three specific details for the supporting points. 

3. The paragraph has appropriate and varied transitions to introduce the supporting points. 

4. The paragraph uses content-specific vocabulary and synonyms. 

5. The sentences in the paragraph are in correct order. 

6. The paragraph has a concluding sentence that repeats the idea from the topic sentence and includes the key words. 

MECHANICS:
1. The writer has appropriate punctuation at the end of every sentence. 

2. The writer uses proper capitalization for the beginning of sentences and all proper nouns. 

3. The writer uses proper punctuation rules for commas. 

4. The writer has avoided run-ons (too many thoughts).

5. The writer has avoided fragments (non-sentences) by ensuring each sentence has a subject and a predicate.
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Want to encourage kids to have fun and learn at the same time?  Check out the following websites for educational games related to World and American History:

World Cultures:

http://kids.usa.gov/play-games/history/
http://www.abookintime.com/history-games/world-history-games.html
American History

http://www.mission-us.org/
http://www.icivics.org/games?gclid=CK3tl-XhgrwCFUsV7AodMzEAmw
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/social_studies_games.html
These resources will allow students to review/preview social studies concepts in a fun and interactive way.
Pine Grove Middle School

9200 Old Harford Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21234

January 17, 2014

Dear Parents and Guardians,
MSA is fast approaching!  In math and reading, your student has been visiting the computer lab to work on Study Island, in order to practice pertinent math and reading skills.  Study Island is an interactive web-based tool that can be accessed from any computer via the internet and is an excellent vehicle for improving math and reading skills prior to important state testing. 

Beginning next week, students will have the opportunity to win prizes for achieving “Blue Ribbons” (rewarded for proficient grade-level scores) on Study Island topics.  We are hoping to increase participation in the Study Island program at home.  Please encourage your child to work on their Study Island assignment whenever they have the chance. For each “Blue Ribbon” obtained, students may fill out the form below, have it signed by a parent/guardian, and submit it for a weekly grade-level drawing.  (Slips will also be available to students at school which could be signed by their teachers.) Winners will receive a prize, as well as have their name displayed in the commons area of the school.  

Please join us in this united effort to encourage our student body to take advantage of Study Island at home and Accrue the Blue!  Additional questions can be directed to your child’s math teacher.  

Thank you for your ongoing support!

Pine Grove Middle School Faculty

Example:  

______________________________________________________________________________

Pine Grove Middle School
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          Accrue the Blue!               [image: image2.jpg]



I have earned a Study Island Blue Ribbon!

Student Name: __________________________________              Grade: ________________

Topic/Assignment Title: ________________________ 
Circle One:   Reading       Math

Teacher/Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________
Date: ___________

*Return completed forms to your grade level’s drawing box in the library.  
[image: image15.wmf]Science
Pine Grove Middle School’s 7th annual Science Fair and Environmental/Engineering Showcase will take place Wednesday, February 12th, 2014.  Please join us at Pine Grove from 
6:00-7:30 p.m. to view student projects and participate in science challenges throughout the school. All students enrolled in gifted and talented science courses and some in standard courses have been working diligently on science and engineering projects over the past two months. Final projects are due Wednesday, January 30th unless otherwise noted by individual science teachers. Judges will rate projects prior to the event and finalists for the Baltimore County Science Fair will be announced during the showcase. Be on the lookout in the coming month for more detailed information on the Science Fair and Environmental/Engineering Showcase via your student and Edline. Should you have any questions regarding the event or project, please contact your student’s science teacher. 

News from the Visual Arts Team

Mr. Fains, Ms. Kordek, Ms. Morgan

Students Create Mural for Display in Towson
Students in Mr. Fains’ and Mrs. Morgan’s art classes created large murals that are on display through the winter season in Towson. The theme was “Winter in Towson.” They can be found in windows on Chesapeake Avenue. As a reward for their hard work, the art team received $200 for art supplies.
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Welcome Ms. Ross!

While Ms. Kordek is on child-rearing leave, Ms. Ross, who graduated from Towson University, will be filling in for her. Ms. Ross recently completed her art teaching internship at a middle school in Howard County.
White House Film Awards
Is there a student/director who is interested in film? We are looking for films no more than 3 minutes long that address how technology is currently used in school or will be in the future. The contest is open to K-12 students and the deadline is January 29. For more information please see www.whitehouse.gov/filmfestival.
Keep Those Box Tops Coming!

Please continue to send in the box tops and remind family members that they can also participate! Have your child put their name on the back of them to be eligible for a monthly cash prize drawing.

Summer Art Camp

It is not too early to make summer plans! Please see the attachment for information about the BCPS Summer Art Camp at Perry Hall High School. If you have any questions please contact one of the art teachers or the Office of Visual Arts at 410-887-4030 for more information.

SCHOOL COUNSELING NEWS
Service Learning Opportunities
Project Clean Stream – Saturday, April 5, 2014   9:00am – 12:00pm

Project Clean Stream 2014 is here! Pull on your waders and gloves, grab a trash bag, and head out to your neighborhood stream as part of this wonderful annual stream cleanup event held across Maryland and the Chesapeake Bay region. In 2013, BWB hosted 63 cleanup sites and over 1,700 volunteers who removed nearly 62,000 pounds of trash!

We need volunteers to participate as site captains (coordinating a local cleanup site) as well as general helpers on the action day. All supplies, tools and gloves will be provided, but wear clothes and shoes that can get muddy (boots or waders if you’ve got ‘em).

For more information, contact Debra at 410-254-1577×100 or volunteer@bluewaterbaltimore.org or visit the Project Clean Stream homepage.

Sodexo Foundation Youth Grants

Deadline: January 31

Do you know where your next meal is coming from? One in five children in America don't. But this is a problem that can be solved, and kids are a part of the solution. That's why YSA (Youth Service America) and Sodexo Foundation are offering Sodexo Foundation Youth Grants, funding of up to $500 for youth that live in the U.S. to lead projects focused on ending childhood hunger in their communities. Find out how you can help end childhood hunger: www.ysa.org/grants/sodexoyouth  
Disney Friends for Change U.S. Grants

Deadline: February 6

YSA and Disney Friends for Change are offering young change-makers an opportunity to receive a $500 grant to help make a lasting, positive change in the world. Applicants leading high-impact and/or large-scale projects may also request an additional $500 grant (up to $1,000, total) to support their work. Grants support projects taking place on or around Global Youth Service Day, April 11-13, 2014, Learn more at http://bit.ly/1bb9qLa
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For the month of February, SADD Club is hosting “Stop Bullying Month.” Parents can help. Encourage your student not to be part of the problem. Most students do not directly bully; however, students will stand with a student who is bullying and they may even laugh. This adds to the problem. Remind students to say no to the bully and walk away.
Please encourage empathy by asking, “Would you want that to happen to you?” and ask them to use the “Golden Rule.” 

Remember, we cannot control what other people do, but we can control what we do and say.

 BE an UPSTANDER, not a BYSTANDER or part of the bully’s audience. 
The week of January 27 (Jan. 27-31) Pine Grove Middle school is hosting

“NO NAME CALLING WEEK”
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Remember ….

Pine Grove Middle School 
ANTI-BULLYING PLEDGE
            I pledge to …           

Think about what I am saying.

Speak out when I see bullying.

Lend a hand to those who need help.

Stick with it and refuse to bully others.

I will choose to stand up, be a friend, and remember that the end of bullying begins with me.

I will say ‘NO’ to bullying and ‘YES’ to PEACE!    
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After reading these pages, complete and sign the form below and have your student return the form to 
Mr. Fains.  He/she will receive one TRAC for being responsible. 

Student’s name: _________________________________________________________

Homeroom teacher: ______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:  ________________________________________________

Return to Mr. Fains at lunch to receive a TRAC!
From The PBIS Committee

The PBIS-sponsored Winter Warmer is being held on Friday, January 17th.  Students will use their earned TRACS to purchase a mod during which they can socialize with friends while sipping a cup of hot chocolate with marshmallows.  We will sponsor one more event of this type in the spring.  Meanwhile, eighth graders should be saving their TRACS for our May Day event.  For 75 TRACS, students can purchase time after lunch to go outside, play some games, and socialize with friends.  The May Day treat is a free Rita’s Italian Ice.
School Activities Corner

Welcome back!  We hope everyone had a wonderful break.  We have almost passed the half-way mark!  Second quarter officially ends on Friday, January 17th.   School is closed for students on Monday, January 20th and Tuesday, January 21st. 

[image: image17.jpg]Top @ Things Parents Need to Know

about Testing in Maryland

This school year, Maryland implemented new, higher standards for student learning in all schools
across the State. The Maryland College and Career Ready Standards are based on the Common Core
State Standards, which have been adopted by Maryland and over 40 other states, and provide students
with the relevant, real world knowledge and skills needed for success in college and careers. In order
to measure student mastery of the new standards, next year Maryland will implement new statewide
tests — the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) assessments —
which will replace the current statewide tests, the Maryland School Assessment (MSA). The MSA in
reading/English Language Arts (ELA) and math will be given for the last time this spring and, as we
begin the transition to the PARCC assessments, the Maryland State Department of Education has
compiled a list of the ten most important things parents need to know about testing.

%

The Maryland School Assessment (MSA)
will be given in reading/ELA and math in
grades 3,4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 in March 2014.

A small number of students in
every school (at least one class
in one subject) will take the field

Students in grades 5 and 8 will also take the MSA in
science in late March or early April of this year. The
2013-14 school year is the last year that the MSA in
reading/English Language Arts (ELA) and math will be
given. It will be replaced next year by the new PARCC
assessments in those subject areas.

test of Maryland’s new Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) assessments.

Next year, Maryland will implement new
statewide assessments that are aligned to

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N _/ | the Maryland College and Career Ready
- ™~ Standards. To prepare for these new tests,
Students who take the PARCC field at least one class in every school will be
: : & randomly selected to take the field test of the
test I.n one subject drea fe'ther PARCC assessments in either reading/ELA
readmg/ELA or math) will take or math. The field test is an opportunity to
the MSA in the other tested area. “test the test” - to see how well the test works,
. determine the quality of test questions, and
All students in grades 3-8 must be tested make any necessary adjustments before it is
every year in reading and math by federal law. given to all students in school year 2014-15.
Children who take the PARCC field test in math \_
are not required by the State to take the MSA in Vs
math. However, they will still be required to take Parents will continue to receive
the MoAImeRdngELA. Lol schgol sistems individual student reports on their
may also require additional testing.

child’s MSA scores.

You will receive your child’s MSA scores from your
local school system, most likely over the summer.
The score reports show each student’s performance
on the MSA as well as overall test results for the
school, the local school system, and the State.
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Please mark your calendars for our next event – the 8th Grade Palooza, which will be held on Friday, February 7th.  Permission slips went home, through homerooms, on Monday, January 6th.  The cost is $15, and the students will be able to enjoy a variety of activities including a talent show, a DJ, and a basketball tournament.  There will also be plenty of food, including cotton candy.   We have two more collection dates.  Money and permission slips will be collected on the following Wednesdays – January 22nd and January 29th.    In addition, we are asking 8th grade parents for your help in providing snacks for this event.  We have requested the following donations based on homerooms. 

Please bring in the following items on Wednesday, February 5th.  Items can be taken to Ms. Helms (room 70) or Ms. Cummings (room 69).

Homerooms
 
25, 26, 30, and 43


Chips/Pretzels

Homerooms    
22, 29, 31, and 42


Cookies (store bought)

Homerooms

23, 27, 28, 33, 37 and 41 

2-liter bottle of soda or water


Homerooms

24, 32, 35, 37, and 38


Paper Cups

Finally, we will need trained parent chaperones to assist with the 8th grade Palooza.  

Be on the lookout for bowl-a-thon information to come home the beginning of February.  This is a wonderful opportunity to help raise money for the Children’s Cancer Foundation.  Thank you for your continued support this year.
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Parents will not receive individual MarylandPublicSchools. Org
scores on their child’s performance -
on the PARCC field test. Federal law requires that all

Field tests are not formal tests. Students’ Maryla_nd students take an annual
responses will be used to evaluate the quality statewide assessment or the State
of the test questions and will not be scored or risks losing millions of dollars in funding.
reported. However, parents will continue to receive ]
reports on the MSA subject(s) their child takes. Under the Elementary and Secondary Education

N /| Act (ESEA), all students in grades 3-8 must be

~ g tested every year in reading and math. Annual
Next year (school year 2014-15), testing is important to help ensure that all
all Maryland students in grades 3-8 \St“de“ts are making progress. )

will take the PARCC assessments in
. v i g \
reading/ELA and math. Although new academic standards
The PARCC assessments are aligned to have been implemented this year,
Maryland’s College and Career Ready Standards the MSA continues to provide

and will measure the essential critical thinking 3
and problem solving skills that students need teachers, parents, and students with
to be successful in college and careers. The valuable information.

computer-based tests will provide accurate and
timely information about what individual students
are learning and whether they are on track or
need extra help. g

Annual assessments show where students

are academically and the progress they are
making each year. Teachers can also continue
- using MSA results to help inform their teaching
~ ~ | practices and tailor instruction to the needs of

Information from the PARCC field &theif students.

test will be used to refine and

improve the assessments before
they are given to all students next year.

If you have additional questions
about testing, ask your child’s

Test-makers will specifically look at whether test teacher or principal.

questions actually measure the knowledge and

skills that they were designed to measure and if These educators and administrators will have
the questions are valid, reliable, and fair. The field the most accurate information about what is

test will also provide an opportunity for students, happening in your child’s classroom and school.
schools, and local school systems to become They can also share ideas on what you can do at
familiar with the new assessments before they home to help your child succeed.

A »

are fully implemented in school year 2014-15.

For additional information and resources, please visit:

The Maryland State Department of Education: Information About the PARCC Field Test:
www.marylandpublicschools.org www.parcconline.org/field-test

General MSA Information: PARCC Website:
www.marylandpublicschools.org/msde/testing/msa www.parcconline.org

Maryland School, District, and State Scores: PARCC Sample Test Questions:

www.mdreportcard.org www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW:

The Baltimore County Summer Visual Arts Enrichment Program provides a wonderful opportunity for students
in Grades 3-12 to build their personal art skills and knowledge to add to their art portfolios. A variety of
courses are offered to meet varied needs and interests of students whether they are seeking to improve art skills
or preparing a portfolio for consideration for entrance into the gifted and talented program, acceptance into a
magnet program, entrance into a college program, or preparation for an Advance Placement exams.

The program will take place from: July 7-18, 2014
The cost of the program: $375.00
Hours for the program are: 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

The program will be held at: Perry Hall High School

*Please note: All questions concerning the program should be directed to the Office of Visual Arts at

(410) 887-4030 or e-mailed to mboegner2@bcps.org

A typical day consists of:

Studio experiences

Activities will vary from day-to-day but will generally include group interaction, individual
exploration, and experimentation in new media, instruction in the use of art elements/principles, and
introduction to art history, criticism, and aesthetics. Breaks will periodically be scheduled.

Lunch

Critiques or discussions of works in progress.
Additional studio time is also available.

An Open House/Reception will be held in the evening on Thursday, July 17, 2014, giving students, families,
and teachers the opportunity to share in the two-week summer experience and to exhibit the artworks created
over the two-week period.

(Tentative) Bus pick up is available at the following locations: Bus 1: Catonsville Elementary, Sudbrook
Middle Magnet, Woodlawn High, Bus 2: Holabird Middle, Golden Ring Middle, Parkville High, Bus 3:
Hereford High, Cockeysville Middle, and Cromwell Elementary

A program fee of $375.00, payable to Baltimore County Public Schools is required for this program. The
program fee covers all art materials, transportation, and consultant fees.
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DRAWING/PAINTING/3D STUDIO IS DIVIDED INTO THE FOLLOWING FOCUS AREAS:

AN EXPLORATION OF ARTISTS AND THEIR MATERIALS

(Students entering Grades 3-5)

This two-week program provides students with opportunities to explore a theme through a variety of art
materials as they learn about the work of various artists. Students will be encouraged to refine their current art
skills and develop new skills with different materials by experimenting with and using 2-dimensional drawing
and painting media and 3-dimensional materials. Students will learn about the artistic process as they solve
visual problems, develop their own interpretations of the theme, and create their own art.

AN EXPLORATION OF NEW ART FORMS AND MATERIALS

(Students entering Grades 6-8)

During this two-week program, students will create works of art that incorporate the traditional 2-D and 3-D art
forms, as well as computer arts. The day is a 3 period rotation between 2-D studio, 3-D studio, and multi-media
studio. Students will work from direct observation, references, and imagination as they build a portfolio of
work that provides a record of the progression of their ideas, skills, and images. This program is highly
encouraged for students interested in developing portfolios for consideration for the gifted and talented art
program or magnet art programs.

WORKING FROM OBSERVATION FOCUS AREA:

A PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT COURSE (Students entering Grades 9-12)

This two-week program allows students to survey their own artistic development to choose an area of
concentration that will further their personal artistic growth. Students will research artists to find influences for
their own work. Students may focus on drawing and/or oil painting. This program is highly recommended for
students who are interested in pursuing the sequential art program at the high school level and those who are
preparing portfolios for Advanced Placement exams or college entrance.
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(PLEASE PRINT IN INK OR TYPE)
Please complete the application form and return with program fee of $375.00 to:

$375 DUE BY June 6, 2014. (Make checks/money orders payable to Baltimore County Public Schools.
*If a payment plan option is required, please call (410) 887-4030 for more information.

Mail complete application and fee to: Mary L. Boegner, Summer Art Enrichment Program
The Office of Visual Arts, Jefferson Building
Baltimore County Public Schools

105 W Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204
Last Name First Name Initial
Male/Female
(Circle) Current School Current Grade  School Attending Next School Year
Street Address
City/State Zip code Parent Email Address Reprint-Parent Email Address
Home Phone Number Parent Cell Phone Number Emergency Phone Number
Parent/Guardian Name(s)

I am applying for:
AN EXPLORATION OF ARTISTS AND THEIR MATERIALS (Elementary- entering Grades 3-5)
AN EXPLORATION OF NEW ART FORMS AND MATERIALS (Middle School-entering Grades 6-8)

A PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT COURSE (High School - entering Grades 9-12)

1 will ride the bus, boarding at (list location from page 1)

Permission Statement:

I hereby grant permission for my child to apply to the Baltimore County Summer Art Enrichment
Program. I will allow my child to complete questionnaires designed to evaluate the program. I further
permit my child to participate in media events designed to promote the benefits of art education.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

If your child or the student for whom you are responsible does not have permanent and adequate housing, is temporarily staying in a shelter, group
home, or with friends/family due to economic hardship, please contact his/her principal to ask for a waiver and a copy of the brochure entitled
Homeless Children and Youth in Baltimore County Public Schools.

125 campers must be enrolled by June 6, 2014, for the camp to financially support itself. The Office of Visual Arts will notify parents by June 10,
2014, if there are not enough campers enrolled to run the program.
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MOTIVATION, COURTESY, FAIR, HONEST, DILIGENT

TAKE A STAND AGAINST BULLYIN

Table-Tallk Topics

* What is cyberbullying?
» Have you ever received a message that you thought might be cyberbullying?
w » What would you do if you received or saw an unkind message?

Plan and Practice

Present the following scenarios to your student:

« All your friends are talking about a new website that posts news and gossip about the students
at your school. You look at the website and see that the gossip about two of the students is not
nice.

« The person you have a secret crush on e-mails you and asks you to e-mail back with pictures of
yourself and answers to very personal questions. :

‘ For each scenario, ask:

i * Is this bullying?

» What would you do in this situation?

» How would you feel in this situation?

* Has something like this ever happened to you?

Learn Morel!
Check out these resources to learn more about cyberbullying and staying safe in a high-tech world:

« Bullying Beyond the Schoolyard: Preventing and Responding to Cyberbullying
by Sameer Hinduja and Justin W. Patchin

+ The Parent’s Guide to Texting, Facebook, and Social Media: Understanding the Benefits and Dangers
of Parenting in a Digital World
by Shawn Marie Edgington

* http://www.stopcyberbullying.org/

Iz
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Pine Nine!!!!

Please print and maintain this form. Be sure to place on it the various conferences, meetings,
outreach seminars, field trips, and other site-based occasions you have attended throughout
the year.

We thank you for your invaluable service to our Pine Grove Middle School Community!!!!

1.

Parent’s Name

Child’s Name







Please join us for an

EARLY COLLEGE AWARENESS DINNER

On
Thursday, February 6, 2014

Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m.

(in the gym)

Program begins at 6:15 p.m.

(in the theatre)

Stevenson University

1525 Greenspring Valley Road

Stevenson, Maryland 21153

The program is designed to provide students and parents information

about planning for the college experience; the necessary high school requirements for college applications; and scholarships and financial aid

available to students for college.

Sponsored by the Harvard-Radcliffe Club of Maryland

Goucher College

Stevenson University

in collaboration with the BCPS Office of School Counseling

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      Please return this portion to your School Counselor by January 31, 2014.

Student

and

Parent(s)

A LOOK AHEAD

Friday, January 17

End of 2nd Quarter, Schools Close 3 Hours Early for Students

Monday, January 20

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Schools Closed

Tuesday, January 21

Professional Development Day, Schools Closed for Students

Friday, January 24

Cougar Activity Night, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Monday, January 27

Morning Muffins with Moms, 7:10 a.m.

Monday, February 3

Distribution of Report Cards

Friday, February 7

Grade 8 Palooza, 7:00 – 11:00 p.m.

Monday, February 17

Presidents’ Day, School Closed
Thursday, February 20

Interims Distributed

Friday, February 21

Straight A Breakfast, 7:30 a.m.






Cougar Activity Night, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 25

All American Steakhouse Night, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday February 26
Conference Night, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Pine Grove Middle School

9200 Old Harford Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21234

410-887-5270 phone

410-668-5237 fax

Email - pgms0957@bcps.org
Website - https://pinegrovems.bcps.org
Sandra G. Reid, Principal sreid@bcps.org
John Bowman, Assistant Principal jbowman3@bcps.org
Judy Monk, Assistant Principal jmonk@bcps.org
Nathan Davis, Assistant Principal ndavis3@bcps.org
Pine Grove is hosting its annual “No Name Calling” poster and multi-media contest. (poster, video, creative writing, your choice!)





The theme may also include bullying. All entries are due February 3rd.





Ask Mr. Fains if you have any questions.











